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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
Please cancel claims 5, 12 and 16, without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1-4, 6-11, 13-15 and 17-20 so that the 
claims in the application re ad as follows: 

1. (currently Amended) A method for the mechanical 
decontamination of prof erably- radioactively contaminated surfaces 
of mineral rnaterials, _whereja said su rface is concrete or masonry, 
said method comprising th e steps of; 

_ in p a rticular concrete aurfaooo a ud maj un ry, w hnmin r ho 
jurfacT tee >■ teaftee ts hammered hammering said surface_ by way of 
an apparatus with several pneumatically actuated striking tools 
arranged in a housing, wherein *feean actuation air is generated in 
the space in said housing, wherein sa id space in said housing is 
sealed from the surroundings in an air-permeabl e manner; io exited 
fee the ourroundingo and the opaoc in which the striking toolo 
operate is pealed from ^ thc oux-dgeundingo in an air permeable manner 
and 

removing particles __ from fefe4e — said space by suctiong emeved 
partiolco arc ouctionod off , wherein tetee— a_volume of feke— air 
whio hthat is suctioned off is larger than *ke-a_volume of the a ir 
whie hthat is used for actuation. 



2. (Currently Amended) A — The m ethod according to claim 1, 
wherein the actuation air before exiting to the surroundings is 
led into an expansion space. 

3. (Currently Amended) The a ^method according to claim l, 
wherein fefee — said striking tools are equipped with chisel-like 
hammer bolts, -- and aro operated ouch that the majority of 
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„„ Uu 1lli Mr m il l! rr nlnn n r^herein said striking 

tools when in opera tion- strike off particles having a size in 
the range of 0.2 mm to 2.0 mm. 

4. (Currently Amended) A device for the mechanical 
decontamination of contaminated surfa ^surface of mineral 
materials, ^r,i» said surface is 4 ii p ar ticular of radioactively 
contaminated concrete nurfaoeo ondpr radioactively contaminated 
masonry, wherein the device comprises several pneumatically 
actuated striking t-™i ^ wherein said st r iking tools arc which aro 
arranged in a housing with several chambers arranged over one 
another such that each of said striking tool is in active 
. connection with each chamber, wherein said several chambers 
^ comprise anv one of a pressurized air feed chamber, a pressurized 
air expansion chamber, a suction chamber, a co llectin g chamber or 
anv combination thereof, and w herein said striking tools are 
releasablv connected to the pressurized air ch amber and sealingly 
pass through arranged chambers, wherein s aid collecting chamber is 
sealed with respect to the surroundi ngs in an air-permeable 
manner . 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The S r— device according to claim 54, 
wherein the suction chamber and the collecting chamber form a 
common chamber. 

7. (Currently Amended) The_A^— device according to claim 4, 
wherein the pressurized air feed chamber in the device is arranged 
at the top and the collecting chamber is arranged at the bottom. 
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(Currently Amended) The .A— device according 



to claim 4, 

wherein the pressurized air expansion chamber is arranged between 
the suction chamber lying directly thereabove and the collecting 
chamber lying directly therebelow. 

9. (Currently Amended) The d evice according to claim «4, 
wherein the pressurized air expansion chamber lies between the 
pressurized air feed chamber lying directly thereabove and the 
common collecting and suction chamber lying directly therebelow. 

10. (Currently Amended) The A device according to claim 8, 
wherein the expansion chamber is passed through by several lead- 
throughs which form communicating connections between the 
collecting chamber and the suction chamber. 



11. (Currently Amended) The 



A — device according to claim 10, 



wherein the lead-throughs peripherally pass through the expansion 
chamber . 



12 . (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) The_ft -^ievice according to claim «4 f 
wherein the air-permeable sealing is effected by way of a 
circumferential skirt. 

14. (Currently Amended) The fr -device according to claim M4, 
wherein the air-permeable sealing is effected by way of a 
circumferential brush seal . 
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15. (Currently Amended) The ^ device according to claim 7, 
wherein the pressurized air feed chamber projects beyond the 
chamber located therebelow and is held by an overlapping clip 
which serves as a mounting for a robot arm or handling apparatus 
connectable thereto. 

16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The A ^device according to claim 4€4, 
fc\ wherein the releasable striking tools are held by way of screw 
T| connections passing through the housing on the outside. 

18. (Currently Amended) The j ^-device according to claim 4, 
wherein the striking tools are equipped with exchangeable, chisel- 
like hammer bolts. 

19. (Currently Amended) The_Ar— device according to claim 54 , 
wherein the pressurized air feed chamber in the device is arranged 
at the top and the collecting chamber at the bottom. 

20. (Currently Amended) The A — device according to claim 8, | 
wherein the collecting chamber is sealed with respect to the 
surroundings in an air-permeable manner. 
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